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Brief Review of Wisconsin’s Forests



Forest Ownership in Wisconsin

Source: 2021 WI DNR



Forest Harvests by Ownership

Ownership 
category

Minnesota Wisconsin

2016 2021 2016 2021

Non Industrial 
Private Forest 

(NIPF)

20% 37% 52% 66%

Industrial 15% 3% 4% 5%

National 7% 4% 6% 3%

State 27% 29% 10% 6%

County/Municipal 30% 25% 27% 18%

Tribal 1% 2% 1% 1%

(Source: 2022 WI Loggers Study)



Bioenergy/Fuelwood, …

Composite 
panel, 16% Miscellaneous, 

2%

Pulpwood, 47%

Saw logs, 31%

Veneer logs, 3%

Hardwood Product Classes

Bioenergy/Fuelwood Composite panel Miscellaneous

Pulpwood Saw logs Veneer logs

Bioenergy/Fuelwood, 1%
Composite panel, 1% House logs, 1%

Miscellaneous, 
1%

Posts, 0%

Pulpwood, 50%

Saw logs, 46%

Veneer logs, 0%

Softwood Product Classes

Bioenergy/Fuelwood Composite panel House logs Miscellaneous

Posts Pulpwood Saw logs Veneer logs

Wisconsin Production

237,916,000 ft3 94,903,000 ft3~70:30





Brief Review of Wisconsin’s 
Forest Product Markets



Raw Materials from WI Forests

• Veneer Logs

• Sawlogs

• Specialty Logs (normally softwoods)

• Boltwood

• Pulpwood

• Fuel Rods

• Chips (whole tree or debarked chips)

• Biomass (chips or grindings from slash)





Hardwood and Softwood Markets



US Housing

• New construction is the driver for the softwood/hardwood markets – and remodeling for 
hardwoods.

• Existing home sales will have a tough time gaining real momentum in a limited inventory 
environment where most homeowners are rate-locked into their homes – you can’t buy 
what is not for sale.

• A higher mortgage rate environment resulting in a bifurcated market – the haves and have 
nots. The former are the ones building and buying.

• 77% of agents report that buyers outnumber sellers - reignited bidding wars for the limited 
supply of homes. 

• Millennials will drive 12.7 new households in the 2020s, ~17.1 million new homes will be 
needed during the decade to meet demand and make up for the current shortage of 1.7 
million homes.









https://woodproducts.sbio.vt.edu/housing.html



Source: Keta Kosman, Editor/Owner, Madison’s Lumber Reporter

2022



Source: 2024, Madison’s Lumber Reporter

Today







Nearshoring and “Friendshoring”

Moving supply chains to 
“friendly countries” to limit 

operations risk

Fueled by logistics, Gov 
policy, overreliance on one 

market

• Apple
• China -> Vietnam

• Samsung
• China -> Vietnam

• Hasbro
• China -> India and Vietnam

• Volvo
• New EV factory in Slovakia for EU 

market



Pulp and Paper Markets



Pulp and Paper in WI

• The paper industry 
is complicated

• Just like softwood 
and hardwood 
markets, Paper 
markets are not 
bound by the 
boarders of the 
state – It’s Global!



Diversity of pulp & paper production in WI 

(Source: Wisconsin Institute of Sustainable Technology, 2019)



Specialty Papers in Wisconsin

(Source: Wisconsin Paper Council - www.wipaper.org)



Global consumption by paper category?

(Source: EPN - State of the Global Paper Industry, 2018)









Commentary on Future Markets



Pulpwood in Wisconsin

• Is there a future for Wisconsin specialty engineered products?

• They don’t compete with the big sawmills in USA and Canada.

• They would provide markets for Wisconsin pulpwood.



Future for Pulp & Paper

• Be vigilant and watch for the declining market segments.

• Build upon our strengths - specialty and packaging:

– Market pulp

– Food packaging & virgin fiber



Closing Remarks

• Healthy forests depend upon a healthy forest industry!

• We live and operate in a global marketplace.

• Domestic markets driving hardwood and softwood lumber.

• Expanding pulpwood options is an important goal for 
Wisconsin.
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